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1.  Articulate Studio ‘09 
 
Company Articulate, NY, USA 
 
URL http://www.sumtotalsystems.com/products/content-creation/toolbook_overview.html 
 
Description Articulate Rapid E-Learning Studio '09 integrated package allows to quickly create e-
learning courses from PowerPoint and develop stunning interactive content, quizzes, and 
assessments. 
 
Usage Even non-technical users will create professional, interactive e-learning courses easily, 
quickly, and affordably. 
 
Developer Sys. MS Windows XP upwards 
 
User Sys. Major operating systems, Web browsers, smartphones, and other mobile devices.  
 
WYSIWYG yes 
 
SCORM 1.2 SCORM and AICC compliant.  
 
Templates Easy-to-use templates let you create rich-media interactivity in minutes. Choose from a 
wide range of interaction types, including process, timeline, pyramid diagram, labeled graphic, 
interactive FAQ, and more. The familiar Flash format allows interactions to integrate seamlessly into 
virtually any e-learning course, or even stand alone on any Web site. 
 
Integration with Powerpoint Allows to develop training courses directly from PowerPoint, adding 
training content like interactive content, quizzes, assessments and surveys..  
 
Engl. Interface Yes 
 
Test options Over a dozen different graded question types—including true/false, multiple choice, 
fill in the blank, matching, hotspot, drag-and-drop, and more. ToolBook enables you to:  

·  Incorporate Flash, images, and narration to add clarity to your questions. 
·  Provide feedback for remediation to user on a question-by-question basis or at the end of 

the quiz. Feedback can be text, audio, Flash and more.  
·  Brand your quizzes with your corporate logo and other stylistic elements.  
·  Navigate to other pages, play Flash, or do other actions based on a user’s test results.  
·  Summary feature to give learners detailed assessment results right within their course. 
·  Easily give graphical format to quizzes with an PowerPoint compliant interface. 

 
Media formats Graphics: GIF, JPEG, animated GIF, PNG Video: QuickTime, Windows Media, Real 
Player Sound: MP3, WAV, AU, MID Other: Flash 
 
Export Local, CD-Rom, Intranet, Internet. 
 
Trial version Yes, 30 days fully operational Demo version. 
 
Add-ons – Articulate Video encoder allows to easily convert videos into the Flash Video Format. 
Included in Package. 
 
Price $1.398 without VAT. 
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2. WBTExpress 7.0 PRO 
 
Program WBTExpress 7.0 PRO 
 
Company 4system, Berlin, Germany 
 
URL HTTP://WWW.4SYSTEM.COM/ 
 
Description low-priced authoring tool, supports WBT, CBT, Blended Learning 
 
Usage eLearning trainings, exams, language trainings, multimedia encyclopaedias, questionnaires 
and interactive presentations, software simulations 
 
Developer Sys. MS Windows 98 upwards 
 
User Sys. MS Windows 98 upwards; Browser: MSIE 5.5 upwards (recommended: 6.0), Firefox 2.0, 
Netscape, Opera 
 
WYSIWYG yes 
 
SCORM 1.2 SCORM standard 1.2 IMS 1.1 and SCORM 2004 
 
Templates prepared page templates, Creating page templates 
 
Assistants exercise (multiple choice-wizard, single choice-wizard) 
 
Engl. Interface yes, all language version 
 
Test options 50 types of excercises (no details outside nultiple-/single-Choice), 
possible trainings in various versions 
 
Media formats Graphics: yes (no details) Video: yes (no details) Sound: yes (no details) Other: 
Flash 
 
Documents Word, Excel, PowerPoint, PDF 
 
Export HTML, RTF and EXE 
 
Trial version WBTExpress 7.0 PRO Trial 
 
Price 99 EUR without VAT (without support); 290 EUR without VAT (boxed)/ 
230 EUR without VAT (download) with Support Bronze 
 
Add-ons TeamWork, Multiversions, Encyclopaedia 
 
Miscellaneous Enterprise edition available (Additional multimedia and scripts, Advanced 
components) 
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3.  Toolbook 10 
 
Company SumTotal Systems Inc.(USA) 
 
URL http://www.sumtotalsystems.com/products/content-creation/toolbook_overview.html 
 
Description authoring tool to create engaging interactive content, quizzes, assessments, and 
simulations for training courses, standard presentations, demos, etc. 
Developer Sys. MS Windows XP upwards 
 
User Sys. ToolBook allows major operating systems, Web browsers, smartphones, and other 
mobile devices. ToolBook content is HTML-based and compatible with Microsoft, Safari, Firefox, 
Apple® iPhone, Apple® iPod touch, and Google Android. 
 
WYSIWYG yes 
 
SCORM 1.2 ToolBook’s built-in support for SCORM 1.2, SCORM 2004, and AICC make it easy to 
capture user scores and activity information with your learning management system.  
 
Templates Over one dozen content templates for common types of learning—including compliance 
training, health care training, new hire training, soft skills training, sales training, and more. 
 
Library Designed by professional graphic artists, SmartStyles define your course’s overall style and 
layout, providing the professional look your course deserves. 
 
Integration with Powerpoint Ability to import Microsoft PowerPoint files into ToolBook. Quickly re-
use existing PowerPoint content to cut development time—simply import the PowerPoint file into 
ToolBook. Then, add assessments, interactivity, media, and rich effects using ToolBook.  
 
Engl. Interface Yes 
 
Test options Over a dozen different graded question types—including true/false, multiple choice, 
fill in the blank, matching, hotspot, drag-and-drop, and more. ToolBook enables you to:  

·  Incorporate Flash, images, and narration to add clarity to your questions. 
·  Provide feedback for remediation to user on a question-by-question basis or at the end of 

the quiz. Feedback can be text, audio, Flash and more.  
·  Brand your quizzes with your corporate logo and other stylistic elements.  
·  Navigate to other pages, play Flash, or do other actions based on a user’s test results.  
·  Summary feature to give learners detailed assessment results right within their course. 

 
Media formats Graphics: GIF, JPEG, animated GIF, PNG Video: QuickTime, Windows Media, Real 
Player Sound: MP3, WAV, AU, MID Other: Flash 
 
Export Local, CD-Rom, Intranet, Internet. 
 
Trial version Yes, 30 days fully operational Demo version. 
 
Add-ons – Translation Tool Allows any content edited with ToolBook in a specific language to be 
edited quite easily without having to reprogram the translated version (�  995 without VAT)  
 
Price 2.795 without VAT. 
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4. CourseLab - free e-Learning authoring tool 
 
Program CouseLab 2.4 
 
URL http://www.courselab.com 
 
Description FREE powerful, yet easy-to-use, e-learning authoring tool that offers programming-free 
WYSIWYG environment 
 
Usage Creating high-quality interactive e-learning content which can be published on the Internet, 
Learning Management Systems (LMS), CD-ROMS and other devices. 
 
Company WebSoft Ltd. 
 
Developer Sys. Windows® 2000/XP/2003/Vista; Microsoft® Internet Explorer 6.0 or higher; 50MB 
hard drive space; 
 
User Sys. Microsoft® Windows® 98, Me, NT 4.0, 2000, XP, 2003, Vista (limited support of 
Microsoft® Windows® 95 *), or Linux; Internet Explorer 5.0 (Internet Explorer 5.5 or higher 
recommended), Mozilla FireFox 1.0 or higher, Netscape® 7.2 or higher, Opera 9.1 and higher, 
Safari (Windows version) 3.0 and higher;  JavaScript enabled;  XML support enabled (Microsoft® 
XML Parser 3.0 or higher  recommended for Internet Explorer**). 
WYSIWYG yes 
 
SCORM 1.2 SCORM standard 1.2, AICC and SCORM 2004 
 
Assistants Simple wizard-based publication to LMS. 
 
Test options Single choice. Multiple. Ordered items. Numerical fill-in-. Text fill-in-blank. Matching 
pairs. 
 
Media formats Most popular Text formats, Images, Video, Audio, Rich media, also includes the 
capability to Attaching external files 
 
Price Free 
 
Add-ons Screen Capture: Allows to capture computer screens for software demonstrations ($ 
99,00). Powerpoint import: ($ 99,00). 
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5.  EasyProf 3.0 
 
Company ITACA, Barcelona, Spain 
 
URL HTTP://WWW.EASYPROF.COM/ 
 
Description authoring tool that is focused on educational content authoring 
 
Usage standard presentations, electronic books, multimedia e-learning courses, interactive 
simulations and assessments 
 
Developer Sys. MS Windows 2000, XP 
 
User Sys. MS Windows 95 upwards; Internet Explorer 5.x upwards / Firefox 1.x , Mozilla 1.5 
upwards / Netscape 6.x upwards; MS Media Player 10 upwards (for media data) 
 
WYSIWYG yes 
 
SCORM 1.2 SCORM 1.2 compliant HTML publishing 
 
Templates templates, demos 
 
Assistants action wizard for interactions 
 
Library free multimedia library 
 
Engl. Interface yes (English, German and Spanish) 
 
Test options true or false, multiple choice, multiple response, fill in the blank, long answer essay, 
short answer essay, bag of questions: random choice out of pool, drag&drop 
 
Media formats Graphics: GIF, JPEG, animated GIF, PNG 
Video: QuickTime, Windows Media, Real Player 
Sound: MP3, WAV, AU, MID 
Other: Flash 
 
Documents RTF, HTML, TXT 
 
Export HTML (no plug-ins required), CD-ROM (standalone) 
 
Trial version yes. Requires registration 
 
Price �  1.350 without VAT 
 
Support 1 year unlimited technical support, e-mail, telephone, fax 
 
Add-ons – Translation Tool Allows any content edited with EasyProf in a specific language to be 
edited quite easily without having to reprogram the translated version (�  290 without VAT)  
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6. Mediator 9 
 
Program Mediator 9 
 
Company MatchWare, Tampa, United States 
 
URL HTTP://WWW.MATCHWARE.COM/ 
 
Description page-oriented multimedia authoring tool, Office 2007 interface 
 
Usage professional presentations, auto-running tradeshow demos, SCORMcompliant 
CBT, dynamic HTML design, flash projects 
 
Developer Sys. MS Windows 2000, XP, Vista 
 
User Sys. published content is cross-platform compatible (HTML, Flash) 
 
WYSIWYG yes 
 
SCORM 1.2 SCORM-compliant courses 
 
Templates page themes 
 
Assistants pre-programmed wizards 
 
Library multimedia catalog (1500 illustrations, templates, buttons, sounds, 
photos, backgrounds, textures, 3D objects) 
 
Engl. Interface yes 
 
Test options multiple-choice templates, If-Then-Else features, formal answer (text, 
numbers), true/false variables, drag and drop, 
 
Media formats Graphics: any source 
Video: AVI, MPG and FLV 
Sound: Wave (.wav), MIDI (.mid) oder MPEG3 (*.mp2,*.mp3) 
Other: Flash 
 
Documents RTF 
 
Export CD-ROM, Flash or HTML, self-contained streaming EXE file 
 
Trial version yes 
 
Price �  599 without VAT 
 
Support FAQ Knowledge Base, Send a support question 
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7.  QS-author 
 
Company QSMedia, Valencia Spain. 
 
URL http://www.qsmedia.com/qsauthor/default.cfm?subop=2 
 
Description Authoring tool for developing and maintaining multimedia and interactive training 
materials which are compatible with the industry standards (AICC, ADL SCORM). 
 
Usage training courses, standard presentations, demos, etc. 
 
Developer Sys. MS Windows 98 upwards, MS Internet Explorer 5.5 (JavaScript activated). 
 
WYSIWYG yes 
 
SCORM 1.2 Compatible with the industry standards (AICC, ADL SCORM).  
 
Integration with Powerpoint No.  
 
Engl. Interface Yes 
 
Test options Drag and drop. One answer tests. Multiple choice tests. True or false. Fill in the 
blanks. Graphic response. 
 
Media formats Inside the editor you can add Glossary Terms, Bibliographic Data Sheets and 
Multimedia Resources as images, video, sound and Flash animations 
 
Export Exports the generated course to an independent environment inside a web viewer to view 
the whole course including every associated resource as Glossary, Media Library, Bibliography, 
without the need of complex tools as LMS. Although this option produces plain static HTML so it 
doesn't allow user tracking and assessment neither saving results to data base. 
 
Trial version Yes, prior asking for a demonstration identifier. 
 
Price No information. 
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8.  Vertice 2.1 
 
Company Grupo Vértice,Madrid (Spain) 
 
URL http://elearning.ari.es/e-learning_Herramienta_autor_online.html 
 
Description authoring tool focused to the design of multimedia and interactive contents for courses, 
presentations, demos, etc. 
 
Usage training courses, standard presentations, demos, etc. without programming or web design 
knowledge. 
 
Developer Sys. MS Windows 98 upwards 
 
User Sys. MS Windows 95 upwards; Internet Explorer 5.x upwards / Firefox 1.x , Mozilla 1.5 
upwards / Netscape 6.x upwards; MS Media Player 10 upwards 
 
WYSIWYG yes 
 
SCORM 1.2 SCORM 1.2 compliant HTML publishing 
 
Templates templates, demos 
 
Assistants N.A. 
 
Library No 
 
Engl. Interface No 
 
Test options true or false, multiple choice, multiple response, fill in the blank, long answer essay, 
short answer essay, bag of questions: random choice out of pool, drag&drop 
 
Media formats Graphics: GIF, JPEG, animated GIF, PNG 
Video: QuickTime, Windows Media, Real Player 
Sound: MP3, WAV, AU, MID 
Other: Flash 
 
Export HTML (no plug-ins required 
 
Trial version No 
 
Price Only Under budget request 
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9. IDA 2.0 
 
Program IDA 2.0 
 
Company Birgin Unternehmensberatung, Karlsruhe, Germany 
 
URL HTTP://WWW.BIRGIN.DE/ 
 
Description all-round tool (3 steps: storyboard mode, authoring mode, preview and test mode) 
 
Usage product presentations, product trainings, interactive presentations, individual learning 
programs, software simulations, manuals, company presentations, language trainings, web based 
manuals, dictionaries, proof of trainings, certificates 
 
Developer Sys. MS Windows 98 upwards, no installation needed 
 
User Sys. Windows, Linux and Macintosh; Browser: MSIE 5.5 upwards (recommended: 6.0), 
Firefox / Camino / Netscape 6.2; JavaScript, Cookies for local saving 
 
WYSIWYG yes 
 
SCORM 1.2 SCORM 1.2 and 2004 (Basic support) 
 
Templates 15 page templates 
 
Assistants project, course, exercise 
 
Library possibility of creating an own graphic catalog with thumpnail 
 
Engl. Interface user interface in English, German, French 
 
Test options more than 11 different question types and evaluation possibilities (drag&drop tasks, 
hot spots, multiple choice, question tables, single choice, gap fill exercises, free text tasks) 
 
Media formats Graphics: bmp, gif, jpg, png, tif, psd, psp, wmf, pcx, cpt, dib 
Video: avi, mpeg2, mpeg4, divX 
Sound: mp3, wav, midi 
Other: Flash (swf) 
 
Documents PDF, HTML, TXT, XML, Word, Excel 
 
Export Local, CD-Rom, Intranet, Internet 
 
Trial version yes, 14 days free trial download. Requires registration. 
 
Price 1.800,00 �  without VAT 
 
Support individual support, support via email or phone, online support / online update 
 
Add-ons IDA - course manager 
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10. Lectora Publisher 
 
Program Lectora Publisher Authoring Tool 
 
Company Trivantis, Cincinnati, United States 
 
URL HTTP://WWW.TRIVANTIS.COM/ 
 
Description Professional authoring tool to publish content quickly as well as complex content 
creation for adaptive elearning 
 
Usage rapid e-learning, online courses, training, certification programs, assessments and quizzes, 
student eFolios, surveys, eHandbooks, product updates, presentations, market research programs, 
websites, marketing communications, technical libraries 
 
Developer Sys. MS Windows 2000, XP, Vista 
 
User Sys. Internet-published content is cross-platform compatible with Microsoft Internet Explorer 
6.0 upwards, Netscape 7.0 upwards, Firefox 1.0 upwards, Safari 1.2 upwards 
 
WYSIWYG yes 
 
SCORM 1.2 yes, custom SCORM manifest identifier 
 
Templates 25 predefined page layouts 
 
Assistants wizards (title, backround, button) 
 
Library clip art gallery, 6,000 images 
 
Engl. Interface yes 
 
Test options pre-tests, random quizzes, surveys, and tests with any combination of true/false, 
multiple choice, essay, short answer, drag-and-drop, fill-in the-blank, matching, or hot spot question 
formats 
 
Media formats Graphics: TIF, GIF, JPG, BMP, PNG, WMF, EMF, IPIX Video: WMV, FLV, AVI, 
MOV, MPG, MPEG, RM, RAM, ASF, RM Audio: WMA, WAV, MID, RMI, AU, MP3, AIFF, FLV, ASF, 
RM  Other: Shockwave, SWF, Java, Javascript, ASP, JSP, PHP 
 
Documents RTF, TXT 
 
Export HTML, CD-Rom or single file executable (EXE) 
Trial version yes 
 
Price $ 3,185.00 
 
Support Extra costs - Annual Support Packages ($195 / year ) includes: 
- free Service Pack downloads containing product updates and fixes 
- phone support 
- standard email support 
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COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS AND FINAL DECISSION 
 
As it is evident from the previous, comparative scanning author tools, three of them have more 
beneficial analysed features: Articulate Studio 09, WBTExpress 7.0 and ToolBook 10. 
 
These three softwares get a very similar assessment we must analyze some differences in various 
aspects that affect the project and that can facilitate decision-making on one of them: 
 
We have determined to be critical aspects in the decision-making and determine the best final score for 
Articulate Studio 09 programme: 
 

·  Integration into PowerPoint: this is a point which we believe to be crucial, to facilitate the 
conduct of training modules for own trainers and experts in the field, relying on developers 
and/or designers, and using a software and method of work which trainers are already familiar, 
which expedites the process of learning tool. 

·  Ease of use: for similar reasons, ease of use and learning of software is a decisive factor. 
·  Trial version: As there is large price differentials between softwares, ranging between �  99 

and the almost 3,000 �  we believe decisive for 100 % operational allowing for a limited time 
(30 days usually), perform the tasks assigned to the project without requiring an additional 
investment of partners, left to the discretion of each purchase software later demo versions. 

·  Easy for translation: since the translation of the courses is an important part of the project, 
we consider important the facilities that software implement for courses translation to different 
languages. 

 
For all these reasons, our proposal is the acquisition for the Articulate Studio 09 software for the 
project. 
 


